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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

Key Issues 
 

 The Government and its 
partners agreed on the 
need to take action 
immediately to fill gaps 
and on the need for a 
holistic and collaborative 
approach to effectively 
address the emergency.  

 

 The Government alone 
contributed $381 million 
to the drought response, 
including $272 million in 
2015 and 109 million so 
far in 2016.  

 

 OCHA’s Humanitarian 
Response Fund (HRF) 
will soon release a multi-
sector call for proposals. 

 

 
 

Ethiopia’s Deputy Prime Minister and the UN Secretary-General 
chaired a high-level round table on Ethiopia’s drought response 
Ethiopia’s Deputy Prime Minister H.E.Mr.Demeke Mekonnen and United Nations Secretary-
General Mr.Ban Ki-moon chaired a high-level round table on Ethiopia’s drought response 
yesterday, 31 January 2016. The meeting, attended by ministers, ambassadors and 
representatives from the donor and humanitarian community, aimed to highlight the scale 
and severity of the current El Niño-caused drought emergency, on-going responses and 
gaps. The Government of Ethiopia was praised for its admirable leadership in the drought 
response. On its part, the Government welcomed the donor support and partnerships. 
Although funding mobilized to respond to needs identified in the 2016 Humanitarian 
Requirements Document is praiseworthy, it is far too short of what is needed to address the 
scale of the crisis.  
 
As of 30 January, 46 per cent of the 2016 Appeal (US$1.4 billion) was funded, leaving a 
significant gap of $714 million. The Government alone contributed $381 million to the 
response, including $272 million in 
2015 and 109 million so far in 
2016.  (see graph for funding 
breakdown by sector. Source: 
OCHA)  
 
“We need to take action now” 
 Participants collectively agreed on 
the need to take action 
immediately to fill gaps and 
prevent a further deterioration of 
the humanitarian situation; as well 
as on the need for a holistic and 
collaborative approach to 
effectively address the emergency.  
 
An S-MAC preceded the round table 
The round table was preceded by a Strategic Multi-Agency Coordination Meeting (S-MAC) 
on 27 January chaired by Commissioner Mitiku Kassa, National Disaster Risk Management 
Commission and co-chaired by the Ethiopia Humanitarian Coordinator, where in-country 
donors and humanitarian partners reached similar agreements as during the round table.  
 

The HRF will soon release a multi-sector call for proposals 
In light of the dire humanitarian situation in drought-affected areas of the country and the 
need for a multi-sector intervention, OCHA’s Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF) will soon 
release a multi-sector call for proposals. Consequently, the Fund will not be able to receive 
ad-hoc applications outside of this process for the next two months, unless in extremis and 
pre-agreement.  
 
Following its recent WaSH call for proposal, the Fund supported 13 projects at a cost of 

US$6 million. For more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org 

Ethiopia is responding to an El Niño-caused drought emergency: The El Niño global 
climactic event has wreaked havoc on Ethiopia’s summer rains.  This comes on the heels of 
failed spring rains, and has driven food insecurity, malnutrition and water shortages in 
affected areas of the country.  A well-coordinated response is already underway and 
expanding rapidly, although the scale of the developing emergency exceeds resources 
available to date. Given the lead times necessary for the procurement of relief items, the 
Government and its international partners have called for early action to this slow onset 
natural disaster.     


